Furman v. Georgia case brief
Facts: Furman was robbed in a private home and one of the family members discovered him. When Furman attempted to escape from the home, he stumbled and the gun he had fired accidentally and killed the victim in that particular home. He was then convicted of the murder case and was sentenced to death by the court. Along with the Furman case, two other cases faced the death penalty, "Jackson v. Georgia and Branch v. Texas”. These cases raised great concern about the constitutionality of the death sentences for rape and where murder is convicted.  
Legal Question: Does the imposition and occurrences of the death penalty, in this case, constitute ‘cruel and unusual punishment’ in violation of the “Eighth and Fourteenth Amendments”?
Decision: The court held the opinion that this case scenario imposed the death penalty. It was constituted as "cruel and unusual punishment". Constitutionality, this case violated both the Eight and Fourteen Amendments by carrying out the death penalty.     
Rationale: According to Furman’s Attorney, he proposed that the criminal justice should be obliged with life imprisonment in court rulings. Generally, death sentences do not fit to correct the American people because it defies human dignity and injustice. This case raised another concern as argued by Furman’s Attorney where people of color and mostly the poor faced the death penalty for capital offenses at a high rate that was not proportional to the affluent whites when they get accused of the same offense. This case provided a headlight of the 14th Amendment which guarantees equal protection of the law by the constitution. The Attorneys for the state of Georgia contended that “the death penalty served to discourage [or deter] crime and also satisfied the public's moral outrage when terrible crimes were committed”. As a result, they concluded that the death penalty was legal under the due process provisions of the 5th and 14th constitutional Amendments and did not frame it as "cruel and unusual punishment" as prohibited by the 8th Amendment.        
Significance of the case: Furman V. Georgia was a big deal for the Supreme Court and the state of Georgia. Ultimately, the Supreme Court overturned the Furman conviction, as well as the convictions of Jackson and Branch. In my opinion, this was the right thing to do, even though I feel that in today's day and age this would have been right. In 1972, there was extreme racial bias and it was ultimately the reason these men were sentenced to the death penalty. Seeing as the original case was in 1972, I completely agree with the Supreme Court's decision to overturn the conviction and set up strict rules for further death penalty sentences in the future.
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